
Dear Parent, 
Last month we hosted the Peace Celebration in 

the Great Room.  Just as we were setting up, we got 
word the health department had arrived for their 
yearly inspection.  How does this happen?  Last year, 
it was the fire inspector; this year, the health 
department?!!  

As 500 students and staff began to file into the 
room, the soft beating of a drum by Joe Sears, Master 
of Ceremonies, greeted them.  Children as young as 
three with posters and banners filed in alongside their 
older counterparts, ready to recite quotes, read from 
their own writings and perform.  It was a tight fit, but 
each group made room for the next.     

I stood in the doorway, guarding against 
intrusion by the inspectors.  When I turned to get my 
phone to snap a picture, I realized one of the 
inspectors was right behind me.  “Oh excuse me,” I 
said, “I didn’t realize you were standing there.” 

“This is incredible,” she said.  “What a 
wonderful celebration.  Do you mind if I watch?”  

“Oh, of course not,” I said as I scanned the 
room to see if there were any obvious violations.  
Outlets covered.  Check.  Adequate teacher/child 
ratio.  Check.  No open flames such as birthday 
candles.  Oops, how are we going to “light a candle 
for peace” at the end of the celebration?  As the event 
began, I completely forgot about the candle.  If the 
health department reads this newsletter, I am 
prepared to stand firm about its importance! 

This year students in Kathy’s class sang 
“Freedom Train” standing behind a large cardboard 
Freedom Train they had made. Four of Ann’s students 
performed a song they had written called “You 
Came” and Joe’s class had posters of Harriet 
Tubman, Sandra Day O’Connor, Sacajawea and 
more.  Dayle’s class recited quotes  from  peace 
activists and the First Amendment of the 
Constitution, and two students from Laura’s class 
recited a speech by Nelson Mandela. Luckily, we got 
some wonderful photos of the event thanks to Lisa 
Erber, Leilani Tuttle and Erika Geery. See photos on 
Facebook and some inside this newsletter.   

Each time we have the peace gathering, I think 
it is the best one we have ever had, but I must say this 
year’s celebration was something special. The  

creativity and the earnestness with which the students 
approach this event is life-affirming and hopeful. 

Last year Willoughby Lam wrote a beautiful 
song about peace, something we videotaped and 
played at the celebration.  This year Daphne Bracker-
Sturm, Phoebe Ulbrick and Mia Rassmussen wrote a 
song called “You Came” about Dr. King.  A week 
before the celebration they sang it in my office.  I was 
touched by how heartfelt they were, and the sweet 
melody gave me goosebumps.   I asked them  if they 
would consider singing it at the gathering. To 
encourage them, I told them the story of “Soldier 
Without Armor”, a song written several years ago by 
Raintree students to support a classmate with cancer.  
We talked about the power of music to give hope in 
times of struggle.  They agreed to do it. 

The first time they performed the song a 
cappella in my office, but the next time we met, Noah 
Luke was with them.  “I think I can play that tune on 
the piano,”  he said confidently.  When I told them 
there was a piano in the closet of the Great Room and 
they had permission to use it, they disappeared.  
Within a few minutes, I could hear the song 
emanating from the Great Room, and not just the 
voices of the trio, but with a full-blown piano 
accompaniment.  Their contribution to this year’s 
celebration was wonderful. 

Reflecting on this year’s peace celebration, 
from the youngest with their handmade posters to the 
oldest with their recitations of writings about peace 
and yes, this original song, I thought how fortunate to 
be in the presence of these kids.  We live in wonder 
everyday at their innate goodness, at their efforts to 
help others, to do the right thing and make the world 
a better place.  This year was something special 
indeed. 

    
   Happy reading, 

"I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too 
great a burden to bear.”             

                   —Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Parent Nights Educate and Entertain 
Double Feature 

We hosted three parent nights last month on the 
importance of the “kindergarten” year and about our 
elementary program. The following week was a 
roundtable discussion on the Erdkinder.  The 
audience was made up of families on our waiting lists 
and current Raintree parents.  At the “kindergarten” 
parent night, after welcoming everyone and 
introducing our staff in the Great Room at 6:30, the 
group moved on to classrooms where they were 
given presentations on the advanced materials 
students work with in their final year in the primary 
class.  See the photos and explanation below: 

 

 

 

 

At 7:30, the elementary parent night began with staff 
introductions and a short video of a Montessori 
elementary class in action.  All of this was a 
precursor to the best part of the evening, the Panel of 
Graduates.  The evening is totally unscripted; we 
never know what they are going to say.  This year 
twelve graduates joined us: Laura Crabtree (college), 
Jared Lange (college), Riddhi Duvvur (9th), Sam 
Hutfles (9th), Jenna Pollard (7th), Haleigh Dahl 
(Erd), Kaleigh Merrill (Erd), Walker Koberlein 
(10th), Abena Peasah (12th), Julia Holder (9th), 
Louden Schwab (9th) and Ben Kincaid (college).  It 
isn’t even what they say, but how poised and 
confident they are speaking in front of a roomful of 
adults.   Some questions posed by the group and their 
answers were… 

What do you miss about Raintree?   
• Talking to teachers.   And I miss the windows, being 

able to see outside.  

• You can pursue any subject you are interested in.  
There is no limit to what you can learn.   She then 
told about when as a second-year elementary student 
she memorized an aria from Rigoletto…in Italian. 

What about testing?   
• I felt very prepared even though we didn’t ever take 

standardized tests.  Once I learned that you are 
supposed to color in the circle not draw a circle 
around the circle, I did really well.  

• Taking the SAT/PSAT…the algebra portion of the test 
was easy because of the concrete Montessori math 
materials I had. It made math easy for me—the cubes, 
the beads are visuals that continue to help me learn. 

• Abena Peasah gave some statistics about Raintree 
kids.  Of the 716 students who took the PSAT, SAT to 
qualify for National Merit Scholar status, 6% were 
from Raintree, a small percentage relative to the large 
number of public school students, and yet of those 
awarded that status, 35% were Raintree graduates. 

Did you feel different coming from Raintree?   
• Raintree gave me confidence to talk with anyone.  

People really fascinate me. I like to hear other 
people’s points of view..  And another funny difference:  
A classmate said when he saw me taking notes, ‘You 
must be from Raintree, you write in cursive.’   

What would be one thing you would change?   
• Raintree should have a high school!  Which caused a 

flurry of comments from the group. 

• Ben Kincaid, a graduate of USC, who works part time 
at Raintree while getting a second degree at KU said 
‘Raise my salary!’ 

The Work of the 
“Kindergarten” Child

Top left and down:  Teaching 
grammar with the Farm.  Each 
part of speech has a symbol. 
“The” (article: symbol is small 
light blue triangle) 
“spotted” (adjective: dark blue 
triangle) and “cow” (noun: a 
large black triangle).  
Below: Symbolizing 
sentences now including verbs 
(round red circle) and 
prepositions (green crescent).   
Below:  The Stamp Game 
teaching multiplication with 
single-digit multiplier and four-
digit multiplicand.  Below:The 
Bank Game: Dynamic addition 
in four digits with quantities 
and notation.
Top:  A journal of a one of our 
“kindergarten” students.



Erdkinder Parent Night 
This year the Erdkinder parent night was hosted in the 
Erdkinder classroom.  The students talked about the 
schedule of the day, how the morning meeting sets the 
stage for the day’s activities and the graduates talked 
about life beyond Raintree.  

The Montessori program for the young adult from 
twelve to fifteen is very different from that of 
traditional school. In her research, Dr. Montessori 
discovered that the adolescent, whom she termed a 
“social newborn,” requires a nurturing, supportive 
environment. As the adolescent matures, he 
experiences rapid growth, the increased need for sleep, 
and hormonal changes so she recommended an 
Erdkinder, or Earth school, where children would live 
close to nature. Practical work related to the economics 
of supplying food, shelter, and transportation would be 
integrated with academic work. 

At Raintree excitement permeates the Erdkinder—
spirited political debates in the kitchen during food 
preparation, laughter at conjugating verbs in Latin 
class, ah-ha moments in Math Seminar, silence as the 
students do yoga sun salutations before morning 
meeting, questions about the daily quote at lunch, and 
the sound of baby chicks—a micro-economy in the 
making. These are the sounds of the Erdkinder’s 
thriving learning community, a place where students 
find support and guidance as they develop their 
academic strengths while discovering their unique 
potential. A dynamic academic environment for 7th 
and 8th years, the Erdkinder has small class sizes to 
foster close relationships with staff.  Subjects are 
taught in small seminar groups with students 
sometimes leading the discussion to allow for a free 
flow of ideas and maximum participation. Assignments 
are rigorous and varied, but also purposeful to develop 
skills applicable not only to the next step in their 
education, but to the real world. 

Staying Healthy 
This has probably been one of the most illness-
filled winters we have experienced in a long time.  
To help keep the germs at bay at Raintree, please 
follow these guidelines: 

• Remember to keep your child home for 24 
hours after a fever has broken.  

• Children may return to school only if they have 
been fever free for 24 hours without the use of 
fever-reducing medication. 

• Do not give your child Tylenol and bring him 
to school.  Even if a child has no fever with 
fever-reducing medication, they are still 
infecting others. 

Little children are like walking incubators for 
germs, and our job is to break the cycle of 
contagion by going outside in the fresh air. Our 
protected outdoor play areas are microclimates 
with temperatures sometimes higher than those in 
open areas because they are located on the south 
side of the building, or in the case of the toddler 
classrooms, cradled in the elbow of the Phoenix 
building to protect the children from the cold 
north wind.  We only go outside for 5-10 minutes 
when it is very cold, but it is enough time to get 
fresh air in our lungs and confuse the germs in 
our classroom.  Remember Montessori’s famous 
quote:  “There is no bad weather, only 
inappropriate clothing.” Please send all 
outerwear to Raintree everyday through the 
winter so your child does not have to borrow 
from the Lost and Found to participate in outdoor 
play. By keeping our classrooms clean, coughing 
into our elbows and washing our hands while 
singing Happy Birthday…twice, and being 
outside in the fresh air, we work hard to keep our 
children healthy and break the contagion cycle. 

Painless Fundraisers 
Two painless fundraisers for Raintree one which 
helps our students make the trip to Chicago and 
another to support the school.  The first is the 
collection of HY-Vee receipts.  $300,000 in 
receipts nets the group $2000.  If you shop at Hy-
Vee drop your receipts into the basket in the foyer 
of the Phoenix building.   And if you shop at 
Office Depot or Office Max, mention “Raintree” 
and the ID 70112939 and 5% of your purchase 
will benefit our school!  Thank you! 



 

Let the Game Begin! 
The World Peace Game 

LOVE & LOGIC 
Parenting Class 

Would you like to have more FUN parenting? 
Love & Logic is a practical approach to parenting based on 
common sense and natural consequences.  The skills you 

learn can be used immediately and for all ages.   Since it is 
used as the basis for discipline at Raintree, you can optimize 

your child’s character development by using the same 
techniques at home! 

A typical parenting course is 12 hours long, but we are 
offering a “one-night” class to highlight the best tips!  

Handouts will be provided.  

Choose the class based on the age of your child: 
For children 0-5 years old:   

FEBRUARY 16 at 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
For children 5 and up:   

FEBRUARY 21 at 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
3rd Floor Phoenix Building 

$20 per person/$30 for both classes per individual 
$30 per couple/pair of caregivers/$50 for both classes 
Go on Raintree’s Hubbli site and register and 

process your payment right online! 
Facilitator: Rachel Bredemus* 

*Rachel’s	 son	 Riley	 (14	 years	 old)	 attends	 Raintree’s	
Erdkinder.	 	 	 She	 and	 her	 husband	 own	 and	 operate	 a	
private	children’s	summer	camp	in	Minnesota	for	children	7	
to	17	years	old.	 	Rachel	started	using	Love	&	Logic	in	2001	
(at	home	and	at	camp)	and	became	a	certiHied	Love	&	Logic	
facilitator	in	2005.	 	She	has	trained	nearly	1000	employees	
in	Love	&	Logic	over	the	past	decade,	taught	techniques	at	
national	conventions,	and	offers	courses	locally.	

Tuesday, February 14
See your child’s classroom newsletter for details 
about how Valentine’s Day is celebrated.  
Sometimes children like to slip a little gift into 
the valentine.  Erasers or stickers are preferred 
over candy or gum, please!  In the elementary, 
students make their own valentine box at home 
and bring it to school on Valentine’s Day along 
with a valentine for each classmate.  Watch your 
child’s newsletter for details.  This year students 
in the elementary are making valentines for 
senior citizens in Community Village Lawrence, 
an organization that works to keep elderly people 
in their homes.   

Joe Sears, the facilitator of the World Peace 
Game, took the training from the game’s founder 
John Hunter and led the game for the first time 
last year.  It begins with the building a four-
tiered game board and the collecting of hundreds 
of pieces of miniature military hardware 
including seven armies to scale, each a different 
color to represent the four countries and three, 
one for unarmed refugees and two for armies of 
resistance.  Next Joe built miniature solar power 
plants, hydro-electric plants, wind turbines, 
volcanos, asteroids, and other miniature replicas 
for the conflicts the students would face.  

Charged with bringing peace to the world, 
something the students are told adults have never 
been able to achieve, Joe will explain the rules of 
the game and then divide the group into four 
countries with some playing the roles of Prime 
Minister, others directors of the World Bank, 
members of the United Nations, Arms Dealers, 
and a Weather Goddess.  

On Monday, February 6 the sixth-year students 
will enter the Great Room, ready to play.  Joe 
starts the process by quoting from Lao Tzu’s The 
Art of War, and then the game begins…

Valentine’s Day



Thirty-five Picture Books for  
Young Activists 

Ann Anderson’s daughter-in-law Sarah 
Hochstettler is an Assistant Professor of 
English Education at Illinois State 
University.  She reads our newsletters (and 
wouldn’t it be great if she edited them, you 
are saying, right?).  It was Sarah who sent 
us the link to 13 Books That Teach 
Empathy.  After visiting Raintree over the 
holidays and walking through the parking 
lot reading names and quotes and hearing 
about our peace celebration, she thought 
this book list would be appropriate for our 
students.  The site is allwonders.com.   The 
intro reads, “Inspired by the work of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Representative John 
Lewis, we’ve compiled a list of thirty-five 
picture books perfect for rallying young 
activists and getting the next generation on 
the move for social justice.” The link is 
below.  Thank you Sarah! 

http://www.allthewonders.com/books/
thirty-five-picture-books-for-young-
activists/ 

The Peace Celebration
Top:  Master of Ceremonies Joe Sears.  

Right:  Dr. King appears to be looking 
over the crowd, but it is a poster held by 
a student.  Right and below:   Preston 

Girard leading us in a Cat Stevens song.  
Audrey Montgomery and Tilly Johnson 
reciting a speech by Nelson Mandela.  

Below:  A child’s handmade sign. 
Directly below:  Mia Rasmussen, 

Phoebe Ulbrick and Daphne  Bracker-
Sturm accompanied by Noah Luke 

performing “You Came.”  Below:  Joe 
lights the candle for peace.  Left: 

Students meditating. 

http://allwonders.com
http://allwonders.com


     Grace and Courtesy Lessons 
    January - Care of Self 

• How to use the bathroom. 
• How to cough, sneeze blow nose, yawn. 
• How to brush teeth. 
• How to fold clothing. 
• How to wash face. 
• How to do laundry. 
• How to clean nails. 
• How to remove mud from shoes. 

February - Friendship 
• How to give a gift. 
• How to receive a gift. 
• How to borrow something.   
• How to return something borrowed. 
• How to offer help. 
• How to apologize. 

 

Parent • Teacher 
Conferences

Thu, February 23 • Fri, February 24 
No School 

Schedule conference online! 

From the Peace Celebration: 

“There is no noise as powerful as the sound 
of marching feet of a determined people.”        
     —Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. 
Always remember, you have within you the 
strength, the patience, and the passion to reach 
for the stars to change the world.”                 
         —Harriet Tubman 

“This nation was founded on the principle 
that all men are created equal, and that the 
rights of every man are diminished when the 
rights of one are threatened.”                  
       —John F. Kennedy 

Coming Events 
February 

World Peace Game 
Monday, February 6—Friday, February 10

Valentine’s Day
Tuesday, February 14 

Waiting List Parent Night
Montessori in the Home

Wednesday • February 15  at 7 PM
Great Room

Love and Logic Class
For parents of children 0-5 years
Thursday • February 16 • 6-8 PM

Great Room
and 

For parents of children 5 and up
Tuesday, February 21 at 6-8 PM

Great Room	

Staff Development Day
Friday, February 17

No School

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Thursday, February 23 and Friday, February 24

No School

March
Upper Elementary Work Fairs

Rose’s and Ann’s Classes
Thursday • March 2 • 3:45-5:30 PM

Kathy’s and Lisa’s Classes
Friday • March 3 • 3:45-5:30 PM


