
	

	

Dear Parent, 
Welcome to summer at Raintree!  The last week 

of the semester was exhilarating, emotional and 
exhausting all at the same time.  In addition to the 
bridging ceremonies in some of our primary classes, 
we hosted three other special events: Erdkinder Final 
Journey, Sixth-year Recognition and the Erdkinder 
Graduation.   To read more about these emotion-
packed celebrations, see A Final Journey and 
Memorable Ceremonies. 

In the midst of the festivities, we also hosted 
Greg Forbes Siegman, a community activist and 
author of The First Thirty.  To read more go to AN 
END-OF-THE-YEAR EVENT. 

We begin preparations for the summer long 
before warm weather returns, and the “break” is 
really not a break for many of us.  From the office 
staff to the cleaning crew to the camp staff, everyone 
is busy. In the office, Kelli Koberlein and Sheila 
Shanker make sure all the paperwork is in order.  A 
word of warning:  Safety first!  All forms must be 
on file to ensure the safety of our students and 
campers.  If you haven’t turned in forms, you will be 
asked to pick up your child and not return until 
everything is on file.  If you are an “old” Raintree 
parent, and your contact info has changed,  please 
update it. 

Our amazing Tacho Romero shampooed all the 
carpets in the Phoenix building, and during the work 
days, our primary staff cleaned classrooms, revamped 
their patios and deck areas, labeled swim hooks and 
hosted orientations for new students.  We also had 
training sessions in CPR and First Aid.  

The biggest news?  Mr. Dahl and his 
construction crew from Dahl Construction began 
remodeling the kitchen; construction will continue 
the first weeks of the summer session to add a walk-
in refrigerator and re-rout egress from the Erdkinder 
and South Classroom. This project, in a large part, is 
thanks to Raintree elementary 5th-year student Jasmy 
Mavilla.   See Jasmy’s Kitchen! 

If you are a new Camp Raintree parent, you may 
access camp information online at our website.  Click 
on “Camp Raintree 2017.”   We are paperless at 
Raintree, but you may get a paper copy of our 
newsletters in two locations:  the copper mailbox 
north of the camp pool and the shelf below the  

bulletin board in the foyer of the Phoenix building. 
We also post news about camp events in the box on 
the corner of the north elementary building and all 
school events are posted on the white board outside 
the kitchen and in the Phoenix airlock.   Campout 
forms for campers can be found online, only. 

The daily camp schedule can be found in three 
locations:  the northwest corner of the north 
elementary building, along the service road on the 
east side of the elementary and the northwest corner 
of the south elementary building.  

If you are a parent of a new toddler or primary 
student, you may get the monthly all-school 
newsletter as well as your child’s classroom 
newsletter via our communication platform Hubbli, 
but you have to register at raintree.hubbli.com by 
clicking on “Click here to register.”  

Reading newsletters is important. The education 
of your child is a partnership between the home and 
the school.  Keeping abreast of what is happening, 
attending parent nights and being involved is key to 
making the Raintree experience a successful one for 
both you and your child.  

This summer we welcome many new families to 
our Raintree community.  For this reason, I have 
included orientation info in this newsletter.  If you 
have questions about the classroom, daily schedule, 
or your child’s work, see the lead guide/teacher.  If 
you have questions about Montessori, school 
philosophy or educational policies, see Assistant 
Head of School Heather Eichhorn or me.  Or Keith.  
He is the tall white-haired guy with the dog and the 
reason Raintree exists. Questions about paperwork, 
payments, or changes of schedule, see Kelli 
Koberlein or Sheila Shanker in the main office. 

Summer is always a fun time to start attending 
Raintree.  The sunny days give us more chances to be 
outside, work in our gardens, take long walks in the 
Back Forty, and swim in the Raintree pools.   Here’s 
to a great summer and a great beginning for you and 
your child. 

 
       Here’s to a great summer!	

June Newsletter
Thursday • June 1, 2017…A Final Journey, Memorable Ceremonies • End-of-Year Event • KVC School Supply Drive & more.

http://raintree.hubbli.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Rite of Passage  
The Chicago Trip 

The Chicago trip is the final rite of 
passage in the elementary.  It always 
provides us new insights into the 
young adults our students are 
becoming. There are always obstacles 
for growth on the trip, but there are 
accolades, too.  Everywhere they go, 
our students get compliments.  From 
museum staff to wait staff to hotel 
staff, people want to know why they 
are so well behaved, so mature.  The 
growth they experience in this one 
week is worth all the effort it takes to 
make the trip happen.  And they 
make us proud every time.  These 
photos are but a tiny window into this 
unforgettable trip. Among the many 
sites they explored were Buckingham 
Fountain, Cloud Gate, the Ferris 
wheel at Navy Pier, Lincoln Park 
Zoo, Museum of Science and 
Industry,  The Field Museum, 
Hancock Building, Navy Pier, Shedd 
Aquarium,  Chicago Museum and 
Millennium Park. 



 

The Final Journey… 
The	last	days of the school year began with 

the Erdkinder graduates taking their final journey 
through the hallways of the Phoenix building 
from the toddler communities, down the 
hallways lined with toddlers and preschoolers 
through lower elementary and upper elementary 
classrooms pausing to give high fives to students 
and hugs and flowers to teachers, and ending in 
the vestibule where they wrote their names in the 
base of the Raintree.   

This is the second class to graduate from our 
Erdkinder program.  Thank you Erdkinder 
parents for having faith in us, trusting 
Montessori and embracing the vision that is 
Raintree Erdkinder. 

 

 

 …And Memorable Celebrations 
The weather caused a switch in venues for 

the recognition ceremony and the Erdkinder 
graduation.  Recognition was held in the 
amphitheater and graduation, the Great Room.  But 
the weather didn’t dampen the evening as parents, 
grandparents, friends and classmates joined us to 
celebrate the students’ educational milestones.  
Sixth-year students had someone speak on their 
behalf, and the speeches were filled with stories 
that entertained and sometimes brought us to tears.  
Several Raintree graduates, older brothers and 
sisters, were featured guest speakers. Some were 
instructors, coaches and parents, each with a story 
to tell, a memory to share. 

 The Erdkinder students gave their own 
speeches which were both entertaining and 
heartwarming.  Beginning and ending with word of 
gratitude, they told of their challenges as well as 
their triumphs.  Riley Bredemus spoke about how 
shy he was when he started attending Raintree 
elementary, even hiding under a table in his first 
months, but as his confidence grew and his skills 
developed, he became our go-to engineering guy.  
“Look at me now,” he said, “standing up here and 
giving a speech!”   Gibson Huston spoke openly 
about the radical surgery he had to stop his 
seizures. He thanked the many people who helped 
him even plugging the autobiography he is writing 
called “The Boy Who Had the Hemi” about never 
giving up. The poise these young people exhibited 
made one of the guests, an attorney, say how he 
wished some lawyers had their oratory skills.   
What wonderful emissaries they will be for 
Montessori and positive change in this old world.   



 

End-of-Year Event Leads To  
Series of Surprises 

As a special end to our school year, we invited Greg 
Forbes Siegman to visit campus. Greg is the real-life 
educator and philanthropist upon whom the book, The 
First Thirty, is based.  His story is exactly what the 
mission of Montessori is all about. Before he arrived, 
we ordered copies of The First Thirty (and expanded 
edition, The Silhouette Man) for some of our staff and 
faculty. As the date drew near, our school began to 
benefit from one surprise after another that increased 
our anticipation. Sylas and Maddy's Homemade Ice 
Cream ordered copies of The First Thirty poster for 
all of our students scheduled to meet with Greg. 
Clinton Parkway Nursery ordered an additional 
dozen copies of The First Thirty for our Erdkinders.  
When 29 of our 6th graders traveled to Chicago on a 
field trip, they all received copies of The First Thirty 
-- thanks to Chicago-based ACE Cheerleading, which 
is run by KU Alum Jeff Siegal. And Greg, who 
happened to be in Chicago at the time of their trip, 
showed up to meet them and signed their books. 
Thanks to Laugh Out Loud (LOL) Family Zone, all 
of those 6th graders also received copies of The First 
Thirty poster. To cap off the surprises. Greg donated a 
Kansas City Royals jersey with his last name stitched 
on the back to Raintree. We gave the jersey to Kaleb - 
one of our graduates who was honored for his 
community service. As for the originally scheduled 
visit, Greg participated in two sessions with our 2nd 
and 3rd grade students. He read from the upcoming 
picture book edition of The First Thirty. The kids 
loved the story and its messages about kindness, 
service and hard work. For those interested in getting 
copies of The First Thirty (or the expanded edition, 
The Silhouette Man), copies are available online 
exclusively at www.gregforbes.com/store - The books 
ordered through that link will be signed to the person 
of your choice. Locally, signed copies of both books 
are available exclusively at Raven Bookstore.   
Thanks to Greg and all of the organizations that came 
on board to support and enhance this special 
experience for Raintree. 

Healthy and Safe  
Swimming Guidelines 

The summer experience at Raintree is enriched 
by our daily dips in the pool, and we are lucky to 
have the swimming pools.  Every Raintree staff 
member who goes to the pool with children is 
CPR and First Aid certified as are all Raintree 
lifeguards. Before the swim season begins, safety 
drills are practiced with the children.  In the 
toddler and primary programs, each classroom 
has the same swim schedule throughout the 
summer which adds to the safety quotient as the 
lifeguard learns the names and skills of each 
child.  Both teachers suit up and accompany the 
children to the pool, and before going to the 
pool, the teachers apply sunscreen to each child.  
Children who arrive for the first swim of the 
morning, or afternoon must have sunscreen 
applied by parents at home before arrival.  Please 
do not send your child  to Raintree if s/he has 
diarrhea.  This is critical to keep waterborne 
illnesses from developing.   The chlorine and pH 
levels are checked three times a day by our staff, 
and the local health department checks the pools 
throughout the summer, too.  Here’s to safe and 
healthy swimming all summer at Raintree! 

		IMPORTANT 
For A Calm Departure at  

Day’s End…please  

• Our goal is to create a calm and peaceful 
environment for the children at Raintree.  Your 
help is expected at arrival and departure.  Please 
focus on your child, not your cell phone.  

• Please do not engage in long, loud conversations 
with other adults.  Children know when we are 
not “present” and will act accordingly.  

• Think of Raintree as a library when inside.  
Sometimes we play soft music in the hallways.  
If you can’t hear it, you are too loud. 

• We swim every day unless it is lightning.   No 
need to call the office to ask if we are 
swimming.  A light misty rain will not keep us 
out of the pool.  

• To ensure a safe transition from school to home, 
please remind your child to shake the teacher’s 
hand and hold yours when walking through the 
parking lot.  And remember to use the 
crosswalk, please. 

http://www.gregforbes.com/store


Primary  
Pick-up/Drop-off Procedure 

At 11:25/1:00/3:25 our staff bring all the half-
day children to the front of the Phoenix building 
for pick-up.  For parents who drop off their 
children at 11:30 or 1:00, the following 
procedure also applies: 

• For pickup, drive your car in front of the 
Phoenix building. Teachers escort children to 
cars.   Please drive close to the building so 
other cars can pass on the north.  

• If you want to come inside to deliver your 
child, please park in the spaces north of the 
island and use the crosswalk. 

• If you want to park and pick up your child, 
please wait on the patio. Do not come inside. 
Our staff will deliver your child to you so it 
will not interrupt the flow of traffic.  Please 
make your exchanges with staff brief so the 
procedure runs smoothly. 

• If you want to pick up your child early, park 
north of the island.  A schedule of the day is 
posted on the class entrance so you will know 
where to find your child.  

• Drive slowly.  Remember the speed limit on 
the Raintree campus is 6 1/2 MPH. 

 

              

 

       

        Ironkids Triathlon! 
This event was suggested by a camper over ten 
years ago, and it has become a camp tradition 
each summer.  There is only one requirement:  
campers must train for the event at Raintree.  The 
training period begins Monday, June 12 through 
Thursday, June 22.  Campers swim, bike and run, 
and each camper decides how many laps they will 
do each summer.  The focus is on achieving one’s 
personal best.  This year’s triathlon is Friday, June 
23 with the first heat starting at 9 AM.    

Fun Fact:  The camper who had the idea for a 
Raintree triathlon was Jordan Patrick, and he is a 
lifeguard this summer at Raintree!  


New Phone  
System Guidelines 

Over the break we replaced our old phone system 
with a new higher tech version.  Please be patient as 
we adjust to its new features.  (The learning curve is 
steeper for some of us than others.) To more 
efficiently accommodate your calls, we have installed 
a new greeting.  

• If you want to leave a message about attendance, 
the message will take the form of an email and go 
directly to Kelli’s inbox. 

  
• If you want to visit with Sheila about your account 

or enrollment, the system will connect you directly 
to Sheila.   

• If you want to bypass the greeting, dial “0” to talk 
to a human.   

As we become more familiar with the system, we 
will share more of the features with you.  Thanks for 
your patience. 

NO AEROSOL SUNSCREEN, PLEASE!

We use Tropical Sands Mexitan brand 
sunscreen  for our toddler and primary 
classes, but campers bring their own 
sunscreen. It is eco-friendly, biodegradable and 
not harmful to the coral reefs, and expensive, 
but we think it is worth the price.  If you prefer 
a different brand of sunscreen for your child, or 
if your child is allergic to this brand, please 
send sunscreen labeled with his/her name, but 
absolutely NO AEROSOL please.  This 
applies to campers, too.  Aerosol is faster and 
easier to apply, but it causes problems for 
children with asthma, coats surfaces with a film 
which is almost impossible to clean, and is 
ineffective.  Most of it is lost in the air never 
actually coating the skin.  We know from 
experience that children using aerosol are often 
the ones who get sunburned because it doesn’t 
work. 

Coming Soon! 



         KVC School Supply Drive 
Did you know there are 184 children in Douglas 
County right now needing foster care, but there are 
only 70 beds available.  I met with Raintree parent 
Ann Hossler and her daughters who introduced me to 
Kore Lippoldt, a Community Resource Specialist 
with KVC which supports child welfare and 
behavioral healthcare for the Department of Children 
and Families. KVC provides case management, 
therapy, family education/support, transportation and 
aftercare services.  This summer we will have a 
school supply drive to collect school supplies for 
foster children in our community.  One of the greatest 
needs foster children have is a backpack.  Because 
there are so few foster homes in Douglas County, 
children are on the move just to find a place to spend 
the night!  They put their belongings in anything they 
can find—a plastic bag, trash bag or paper sack.  That 
is why a sturdy backpack is at the top of the list.  
Watch for collection boxes in the airlock of the 
Phoenix building.  Thank you for any help you can 
give to this important cause. 

Needs List: 
• sturdy backpack   
• 3-ring binders (2-3 inches)  
• black, blue, red pens  
• highlighters various colors 
• crayons, 24 count  
• pencil box, or bag 
• markers   
• colored pencils 
• number 2 pencils  
• erasers 
• glue sticks   
• glue bottles 
• pocket folders   
• loose leaf notebook paper 
• spiral notebooks  
• index cards 
• dry erase markers  
• gift cards for supplies ($20) 

If you are interested in becoming a foster family for 
either respite care, or a long-term placement, you 
may contact Kore at 785.331.4200. 

  
Raintree Summer  

Internship Program 
Again this summer, students from our Erdkinder 
program will intern in our toddler and primary 
classes.  This program was started three years 
ago, and it has been so successful that every 
class has requested an intern this summer!  The 
students attended an assistant’s training 
workshop and will begin their internship the first 
full week of the summer session.   

 

Jasmy’s Kitchen!
During the break Dahl Construction began 

transforming the kitchen, and it is in a large part  
thanks to the efforts of Raintree elementary 
student Jasmy Mavilla.   After entering the Uncle 
Ben’s Cooking Contest when she was in the 3rd 
grade, and not winning, she didn’t give up and 
entered it again a year later.  The second time 
was the charm.  The prize?  A $30,000 kitchen 
makeover for her school kitchen and a $15,000 
prize for herself.  When Uncle Ben’s 
representatives came to award her the prize, they 
wanted to see the kitchen.  They couldn’t believe 
how two people could prepare 600 lunches and 
thousands of snacks each day in such a tiny 
kitchen. We can’t wait to send them photos when 
it is done. 

Last week the kitchen wall was removed, the 
floor jackhammered out, and the wall covering 
torn down.  A new epoxy floor was poured, easy-
to-clean paint was applied to the walls, and new 
brighter lighting was installed.  We hooked up 
the new larger capacity commercial mixer, and 
we are waiting for the new eight-burner 
commercial stove to arrive.  Thanks to the 
staging of this project, there won’t be any 
interruption in food service for our students and 
staff.  This week the construction crew will begin 
work on the walk-in cooler which will be located 
on the patio south of the kitchen.  Additional 
space will be added for storage, and the deck 
above the cooler and the stairwell will be 
changed to allow egress from Erdkinder and 
South Classroom.    This remodeling project will 
completely transform not only the physical 
space, but how we prepare the food.  All of this 
is possible because a little girl didn’t give up.  
Gandhi said, “Be the change you wish to see in 
the world.”  In our little world, Jasmy did just 
that.   Thank you Jasmy! 



JUNE  
Camp Raintree 
Open House

Wednesday • May 31 •  4 PM - 6 PM 

First Day of Camp Raintree
Thursday • June 1 

First Day of Primary/Toddler
Summer Session

Friday, June 2 

Camp Raintree 
WATER DAY

Wednesday • June 7 

Camp Raintree
Purple • Teal  
CAMPOUT

Friday • June 9 

Camp Raintree
Blue • Grey  
CAMPOUT 

Friday • June 16 

Camp Raintree 

WHEEL DAY

Wednesday • June 21 

Camp Raintree 
Ironkids Triathlon  

Friday • June 23 
(Tentative start time: 9AM) 

Camp Raintree
Yellow • Green  

CAMPOUT
Friday • June 30  

JULY 
Independence Day 

PARADE
Monday • July 3   

9 AM • Primary Playground 

Independence Day
Tuesday • July 4  

No School 

Camp Raintree 
WATER DAY

Wednesday • July 5 

Camp Raintree
Light Blue • Orange  

CAMPOUT
Friday • July 7 

Camp Raintree
Black • White  

CAMPOUT
Friday • July 14 

Camp Raintree 

WHEEL DAY

Wednesday • July 19  

RAINTREE CARNIVAL

Friday • July 21  

LAST DAY OF CAMP

Monday • July 31 

Last Day of Primary/Toddler
Summer Session

Friday • August 4 




