The Primary Cycle
The Importance of the Final (Kindergarten) Year in a Montessori Classroom

The final year of the Montessori primary
experience is a special time in a child’s
Montessori education. It is the capstone of the
primary experience. After two full years, the
Montessori preschool class is a familiar
environment to the 5-year-old. She knows the
daily routines; her teacher knows her well and can
readily work with her strengths and encourage
her to take on challenges. Now she is the leader of
her community having experienced the ebb and
flow of classroom life over the past two years.
When she was three, she was welcomed by her
older peers. When she was four, she helped in
that process, but now as a leader herself, she
becomes the givers of lessons, a comforter to her
younger counterparts and by her work ethic,
inspires others. It is during this third year that we
witness the “explosion of learning” Dr.
Montessori observed more than 100 years ago.

"So, from the age of three till six, being able to now tackle his
environment deliberately and consciously, he begins a period of real
constructiveness.”
—Maria Montessori

Consider the following:
• Repetition with the materials has led to
perfection of skills
• He has developed the ability to concentrate for
long periods of time.
• He has practiced patience when working with
materials that require him to follow a lengthy
sequence and complete a cycle of challenging
work.
• He has gained problem solving skills from
experiencing situations that allow him to
resolve a situation independently.
• He understands the value of constructive,
pur poseful work in his positive and
independent work choices.
• He is studying cultural geography and begins
to grow into a global citizen.

We often say that children who leave their Montessori experience
before the last year in primary are not “fully cooked.” Denise
Harold, director at Johns Creek Montessori School of Georgia,
shares the same analogy with her parents, but uses a lovely story to
make her point. She says, “The primary cycle is like baking a
cake. The first years are about gathering all of the ingredients,
learning to be in the classroom, how to choose your own work,
building a foundation.
“The next year is about mixing the ingredients together.
The
child starts making connections to materials they have used
previously.
“Once all your ingredients are mixed together, you have a delicious
batter; some may be tempted to eat the batter just the way it is. If
you scoop the batter up in your hand, it slides through your fingers
but, if you wait and complete the cycle, the third year, something
magical happens. You put the cake in the oven and the liquid
batter turns into a solid.
“In this final year, everything comes together and solidifies. Now,
when you cut yourself a slice of cake, the cake will stand up in
your hand, just the way the Montessori child can now stand on
her own.
“Children who leave before the end of the cycle, are good
traditional school students, but children who are allowed ‘to bake’
another year become great Montessori children and great students
for life.”
The child has now internalized all of the aspects of Montessori
she has been developing (love of learning, independence,
resourcefulness, determination, grit) and she will have those
qualities for life.

“Our care of the child should be governed, not by the desire to
‘make him learn things’, but by the endeavor always to keep
burning within him that light which is called intelligence.”
- Maria Montessori
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