
 

    
                       
                                    
         January 20, 2020 

Dear Parent, 

Re-enrollment begins January 23 and ends Monday, February 3.  We are excited about this year 
and all the many positive changes happening on our campus and in our program.  Recently we met 
with a solar company.  Time was running out on a federal grant that would make it possible to add 
solar power to all three buildings at Raintree so we submitted our request before the deadline.  
Landmark Bank has agreed to help us with a loan for the project and over time, our energy costs will 
be reduced and the planet, at least in this part of the world, will breathe a small sigh of relief. 

Last year the Kansas Department Health Department of Health and Environment added several 
new requirements including fingerprinting all employees every five years and increasing professional 
development training sessions, costs Raintree is covering.  This is an expense we do not want to 
require our staff to pay, but it means at least an additional $5000 plus line item in our budget.  Joe Sears 
has been given the green light to establish a World Peace Game Institute at Raintree, and as you know 
we will establish a Montessori teacher training center on our campus.    

We compared our tuition/fee schedules with others in the city, and we know some are lower, but 
there are also some that are higher.  If you compare Raintree’s tuition with other high quality 
Montessori schools across the country, you will see that our rates are sometimes half of what others 
charge.  It has never been about the money for us, rather, it is about the child and how can we create 
the optimum conditions for our students to learn. 

The reality is we have a large campus to maintain,  bankers to please, property taxes to pay and 
other expenses, but we have never discussed these things in detail with parents.  We have always felt 
our job is to create the best environment we can for the children and keep worries about finances to 
ourselves.   But this year with these goals in mind and other financial obligations, I wanted you to know 
the reasons behind this increase.  Over the years our increases have been between 1.5% to 8%.  This year 
the increase will be 3% to 4%. 

As stated in the January newsletter, all enrollment will be done online this year, however, if you 
have questions, Kelli or Sheila would be happy to walk you through the process.  If you have any 
questions regarding the increase, my door is always open. 

          
         
        Kind regards always, 

         
        Lleanna McReynolds 
        Head of School 
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